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Getting Attorneys Involved

➢ Does my client need an attorney?

➢ When should they speak with a lawyer?

➢ Safety considerations

➢ Earlier is better, generally

➢ Referrals

➢ Personality / style of attorney is important

➢ Type of case matters



Financial Basics During Divorce

➢ Prepare Inventory Spreadsheet

➢ Assist in Developing Post-Divorce Budgets

➢ Health Insurance… for NE Spouse

➢ Education for Financial Issues

➢ Valuation Options

➢ Identify Separate vs Community Property 

➢ Options to Divide Community Estate

➢ Support: Need & Options

➢ Income Taxes

➢ Financial Infidelity 

➢ Reimbursement Claims



Combining Children & Financial

➢ What are the issues?

➢ Meeting Children’s Financial Needs

➢ Child Support

➢ Other Means

➢ Health & Dental Insurance

➢ Uncovered Medical

➢ Dependency Exemptions



Types of Divorce

➢ Amicable Litigation

➢ Contentious Litigation 

➢ Collaborative Law

➢ DIY/Kitchen Table

➢ Pre-attorney mediation

➢ Single lawyer model



Roles for Financial Professionals 
in Divorce Process

➢ Advocate vs Neutral

➢ Financial Planning

➢ During proceedings

➢ After proceedings

➢ Valuation

➢ Forensic Accounting

➢ Insurance

➢ Lending



Financial (not Shadow) Advisor

➢ Recognize Fear / Temporary Diminished Capacity

➢ Instill Confidence

➢ Realistic Budgets & Projections

➢ Don’t Make Promises: You or Them

➢ Support Them. Don’t Save Them.

➢ Advise Them to Rely on their Lawyer

➢ Recommend Divorce Experts

➢ Financial: Financial Planner, Mortgage, Business Valuations, Home Appraisers

➢ Emotional: Process Facilitators, Child Specialists



Divorce Roadmap

➢ Identify goals (interests) & issues

➢ Gather & Organize Information

➢ Transparency (Collaborative) & Education

➢ Develop Options

➢ Law vs client vs real-world models

➢ Evaluate Options

➢ What are the consequences?

➢ What meets the most goals?

➢ Negotiate & Settle

➢ Memorialize agreement & Draft final documents



Option Development Prep. Meeting



Disclosures:

Advisory services offered through Per Stirling Capital Management, LLC.

This material is provided for informational purposes only.

Individual advice should be provided by the appropriate tax, legal, or financial professional.
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